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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Area Development District concept was originated in Kentucky in 1961 with 

the establishment throughout the state of what were called Area Development 

Councils.  These became the basis for Kentucky recommendations to place the 

Area Development authorization in a number of Federal acts, including the 

Appalachian Regional Development Act and the Public Works and Economic 

Development Act, of 1965. 

 
The local-state-federal partnership was fully realized in the federal acts, which 

then made federal designation and funds available for the final establishment of 

the fifteen Area Development Districts, or ADDs, in1968.  By executive order of 

the Governor, all state agencies were directed to work consistently with the 

fifteen areas in local area approaches to programs. 

 

The Barren River Area Development District was incorporated in this final system 

of Districts in June, 1968, and funded as an Economic Development District 

under 301B of Title III of the Public Works and Economic Development Act of 

1965.In 1972, the Kentucky General Assembly provided state statutory 

authorization for the fifteen ADDs with enactment of Kentucky Revised Statutes 

147A.050. 

 
The Barren River Area Development District (BRADD) is a ten-county region 

located in southcentral Kentucky consisting of Allen, Barren, Butler, Edmonson, 

Hart, Logan, Metcalfe, Monroe, Simpson, and Warren Counties and 26 

incorporated cities.  The 2000 population of the District is 255,225, which 

represented a 14.6% growth over the 1990 population of 222,766. 

 
Females comprise 51.2%of the population in 2000, as compared to 51.9% in 

1990.  African Americans comprise 6% of the population in 2000, as compared to 

6.2% in 1990.   As with the rest of the nation and Kentucky the population is 

getting older.  The median age for the region in 2000 was 36.7 years as 

compared to 30.8 years in 1960. 

 



The BRADD civilian labor force has increased from 128,482 in 2004 to 132,976 

in 2005, a 3.5% increase for the one-year period.  Unemployment in the region 

has increased slightly from an annual rate of 5.3% in 2004 to an annual rate of 

5.7% in 2005.  

 
Located approximately 60 miles north of Nashville, the area is situated with 

excellent access to markets and suppliers, which is enhanced by a national 

transportation network consisting of Interstate 65, the Louie B. Nunn and Natcher 

Parkways and CSX railroad running through the District.  Bowling Green, the 

largest city in the region is the location of the Western Kentucky University and 

the Kentucky Advanced Technology Center, highly regarded training and 

education facilities.   

 
The BRADD consists of approximately 4,000 square miles of flat to hilly terrain in 

the Pennyroyal region of the Mississippi Plateau in southcentral Kentucky.  Forty 

percent of the area has a karst topography, which has endowed the region with 

man spectacular grottoes, sinkholes, and caverns, including Mammoth Cave 

National Park in Barren, Edmonson and Hart Counties, considered the longest 

cave in the world.  The other 60% varies from gently rolling loess deposited soil 

material, to steep residuum material.  The Barren River and Green River drain 

the area and there are two large flood control/recreation lakes in the region, 

Barren River Lake and Nolin River Reservoir.  All but a small portion of the 

District is located in the Green River watershed.  Elevations range from under 

400 feet above sea level along the Western Green River plains to over 800 feet 

in the eastern hills of Metcalfe and Monroe Counties. 

  
Since 2003 the largest concentration of employment has been in the service 

sector with 33% of the jobs, followed by the manufacturing sector with 16% of the 

jobs. 

 

Currently, the major industrial employers in the region are the automotive; 

plastics; metals; food; and logistics, warehousing and distribution sectors. 

Agriculture continues to be a major component of the economy of the region with 



many counties ranking at the top of production in the state for beef cows, cattle 

and calves, burley tobacco, hay and alfalfa, milk production, soybeans, grains 

and hog and pigs.  Tourism, with the location of Mammoth Cave National Park, 

Barren River Reservoir State Park, Nolin Reservoir State Park and numerous 

other natural and man-made attractions, continues to be a key and growing 

economic sector.  Since 2003 travel expenditures in the region have increased 

from almost $344 million to almost $399 million in 2005, a 15.9% increase. 

 
 



CHAPTER 1 
 

PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS 
 
 

A. ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT 
 
On August 11, 2005 the ñEconomic Development Administration Reauthorization 

Act of 2004 Implementation, Regulatory Revisionò was published as an interim 

final rule in the Federal Register, Volume 70, No. 154.  As part of this published 

rule, various revisions were made to the development and adoption of the 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).  A major change in 

focus of the CEDS was that the emphasis was for the implementation of its 

action plan was to be results-driven. 

 
The published rule requires technical changes in the CEDS outlining additional 

information needed, a change in organization, and a more extensive prioritization 

of goals, objectives, and development strategies.  A key change was the 

requirement that a Strategy Committee must be formed to help develop the 

CEDS and that it ñmust represent the main economic interests of the relevant 

Region by including a majority of its representatives from businesses within the 

Regionò. 

 The development of the Update was guided by a Strategy Committee, 

which will be established in accordance to the requirements of the 

published rules. 

 The prioritization of the goals, objectives, and development strategies 

were made by the Strategy Committee.  

 
The process began with the review of background information describing the 

region.  The BRADD staff undertook the coordination, collection of information 

and writing of the Update.  Information consisting of maps, graphs, data and 

narrative was reviewed and updated where needed.  Existing plans of other 

agencies and communities were reviewed for information, problem identification, 

and goal statements that could be used in the development of the Update. 



 
Simultaneous to this process staff began soliciting input from the community, its 

leaders, and agencies on how they viewed their community and regionôs 

strengths, weaknesses, and needs in terms of the seven categories.  This was 

accomplished by asking them to review the existing SWOT, remove anything that 

is no longer pertinent, and add anything that has occurred since last year. They 

were also asked to review and revise the project needs list for their county and 

the region. 

 
In addition to the input of the community, staff utilized the work of the following 

committees of the BRADD Board to provide guidance in the development of the 

Plan: 

 Area Agency on Aging Council 

 Transportation Council 

 Bowling Green ï Warren County MPO Board 

 Workforce Investment Board 

 Water Management Council 

 Barren River Development Council 
 

These standing committees are advisory to the Board and are composed of 

members who are knowledgeable of the programs and needs of the committeeôs 

area of responsibility.  

 

Based upon the data and information, comments of the local officials and public, 

input from the advisory committees, and examination of other plans, revisions to 

the regional goals and objectives and development strategies were made by staff 

and the draft document was presented to the CEDS Strategy Committee.  The 

Committee met on August 11, 2009.   Upon review and modifications the 

Committee made a recommendation of approval to the BRADD Board to adopt 

the CEDS update. The draft CEDS was made available for public review by 

posting on the BRADD web site on August 11, 2009.  The BRADD Board 

considered the update at its September 28, 2009 meeting.  The resolution 

adopting the Update was approved unanimously. 

 
Documentation of the above mentioned Board, committee, staff, and resolution 

are contained in the following appendices: 



 

 Appendix A ï BRADD Board 

 Appendix B ï Committees and Councils 

 Appendix C ï BRADD Staff 

 Appendix D ï Resolution 



 

B.   METHODOLOGY FOR COOPERATING AND INTEGRATING 
WITH THE STATEôS ECONOMIC PRIORITIES 
 
 
The BRADD will review Kentuckyôs economic priorities, plans and strategies and 

to the extent possible, recognizing that opportunities and problems vary 

throughout the Commonwealth, will incorporate those strategies into the goals, 

objectives, and initiatives of the Barren River Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy.   To further the cooperation and integration of the Stateôs 

economic policies, Kentucky economic development representatives will be 

invited to participate with the CEDS Strategy Committee in the development and 

implementation of the CEDS.   

 
The following are Governor Steve Beshearôs  Goals for Kentucky. 

 

Goals for Kentucky 
 
1. Building Careers and Opportunities 
 
1.1. Increase Kentuckyôs competitiveness 
1.2. Enhance competitiveness of Kentuckyôs businesses 
1.3. Develop a 21st Century infrastructure 
1.4. Transportation systems that create economic opportunity 
1.5. Responsible management of Kentuckyôs natural resources 
1.6. Increase global presence 
 
2. A Healthier Kentucky 
 
2.1. Promote healthy lifestyles 
2.2. Promote quality, affordable healthcare 
2.3. Develop a 21st Century healthcare industry 
 
3. Educational Excellence 
 
3.1. Strengthen early foundation for success 
3.2. Maximize student achievement and college readiness 
3.3. Implement new strategies for high-quality teaching 
3.4. Align the educational system to ensure lifelong success 
3.5. Improve decision making through computer technology 
3.6. Focus the mission of statewide universities 
3.7. Provide stewardship from comprehensive universities 



 
4. Safe & Secure Communities 
 
4.1. Stem the proliferation of illegal drug use 
4.2. Protect Kentuckyôs most vulnerable citizens 
4.3. Reform corrections 
4.4. Ensure safe homes and communities 
 
5. Responsible Governance 
 
5.1. Establish a professional, efficient & effective management structure 
5.2. Foster a performance-oriented culture 
5.3. Enhanced government through information efficiency 
5.4. Improve use of current resources 
5.5. Assessment of governance as a whole 
 
 

The Office of the Governor was solicited for review and concurrence of the 

Barren River ADDôs Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

consistency with the Governorôs goals for the state of Kentucky.  The letter of 

concurrence is attached. 



INSERT  GOVERNORS APPROVAL LETTER 

 
FROM GOLD



CHAPTER 2 
 
 

ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF THE REGION 

 

A. Economy 

There has been significant change in the national economy in the last twelve 

months, which has drastically affected the regional economy.  The region 

endured significant job loss,  mainly through the manufacturing sector.  

Employment in the region continues to be concentrated in the services sector.   

Of the 2008 jobs covered by unemployment insurance 31% were in services and 

23% were in manufacturing. 

 
While mining has the highest weekly average wage at $864, however only 

accounts for 0.23% of the jobs in the Region.  Manufacturing continues to 

outpace all other industries in total wages earned for the region with an average 

weekly wage of $731.  The information sector accounted for the next highest total 

in the BRADD at $603, followed by Finance, Insurance, & Real Estate (FIRE) at 

$586. 

 
Comparison with Kentucky 
 
  Employment by Industry 
 
In 2008 the BRADD region had 108,494 persons employed outside the 

agricultural and retail/wholesale trade sectors.  The largest portion of these 

employees with 33,411 or 31% was in the services sector.  Manufacturing was 

the next largest employment sector in the region with 25,295 or 23%.  The trade, 

transportation and utilities sector accounted for 20,826 jobs or 19%.  These 

sectors are the largest and are compared to the State of Kentucky.  The largest 

industry by employment for the State is the Service sector with 36%.  Second, is 

the Trade, Transportation, and Utilities with 22% and the third is the public 

administration sector at 15%.  The only sector in which BRADD region has a 

higher proportion of employment is in the Manufacturing sector.  The State 



average is 14% compared to the BRADD average of 23%.  The overall 

breakdown of employment is displayed in Figure 2.A.1. 

Figure 2.A.1 

 

 

 

 

Source: KY Deskbook for Economic Statistics, 2009 



 Employment 

The entire US economy has undergone significant economic loss over the past 

twelve months.  The Barren River Region has been no exception.  According to 

Workforce KY, in 2008 the BRADD region had 127,958 persons employed and 

8,429 unemployed with an unemployment rate of 6.2%.  In June 2009, the 

BRADD region had 124,310 and 17,835 unemployed with an employment rate of 

12.5%.  The job loss has had a significant impact on the overall regional 

economy.  Figure 2.A.2 displays the unemployment rates of BRADD in 

comparison to the State of Kentucky over the past ten years.  Since around 

2000, the unemployment rates for the BRADD region have remained at or below 

the KY average; however with the rapid job loss associated with the automotive 

industry the BRADD unemployment rate has surpassed the KY average.   

Figure 2.A.2 

 
 

 
Source: KY Deskbook for Economic Statistics, 2009 



 

Income 

Income is a tool to measure the overall strength of an economy.  One income 

measurement is median household income.  Figure 2.A.3 displays the median 

household income for the BRADD region, Kentucky and US from 1980 to 2000.  

For the period, the BRADD median family income rate increased from 88% to 

94% of the state rate and from 69% to 77% of the national rate.  The rate for the 

BRADD region is growing and at its current rate, the BRADD could surpass KY 

and/or the US rate with the previously substantial economic growth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.A.3 

 

 

  

Per Capita Income 

Source: KY Deskbook for Economic Statistics, 2009 



Per capita income is another useful tool to gauge economic strength and 

weakness.  Figure 2.A.4 displays the per capita income for the region, state and 

the Nation from 1996-2006.  During the ten year period from 1996 to 2006 the 

BRADD per capita income percentage of the state increased from 83% in 1996 

to 85% in 2006.  Furthermore, the regional per capita income percentage of the 

nation increased from 68% in 1996 to 70% in 2006.  

Figure 2.A.4 

 

 Average Weekly Wage 

Average weekly wages provide a  mesasure  to evaluate the skill level of jobs 

within a region.  Figure 2.A.5 displays the average non-agricultural weekly wage 

by industry between the BRADD and KY in 2008.  In all economic sectors the 

region is below the state average.  BRADD was closest  in Public Administration, 

at 82% of the state average.  The largest difference was in the FIRE sector 

where BRADD was at 63% of the state average.   

Figure 2.A.5 

Source: KY Deskbook for Economic Statistics, 2009 



 

Source: KY Deskbook for Economic Statistics, 2009 



Wholesale/Retail Trade 

Wholesale and retail trades are indicators of the spending in the region.  Figure 

2.A.6 and 2.A.7 displays the average weekly wage for persons working in 

wholesale trade sector and the retail trade sector, respectively.    Butler, 

Edmonson, and Hart counties have the lowest weekly wages in the retail trade 

sector.  Butler, Edmonson, Hart and Metcalfe lack diversity in the wholesale trade 

sector to show any relevant comparison.  The Barren River region is behind the 

state in weekly wages for both sectors.  Warren County leads the region in 

average weekly wages for the wholesale sector and Barren County leads in retail 

wages.   

Figure 2.A.6 

 

Source: County Business Patterns 2003, 2005, 2007 



Figure 2.A.7 

 
 

 

 
Retail/Wholesale Trade Employment 
 
Figures 2.A.8  and 2.A.9 display the employment in the wholesale and retail trade 

sectors in the region and the state average.  The regional average is behind the 

state in the amount of people employed in both the wholesale and retail trade 

sectors.  Butler, Edmonson, Hart and Metcalfe lack diversity in the wholesale 

trade sector to show any relevant comparison.  The region is in line with the state 

average of 15 employees per wholesale establishment and 13 per retail 

establishment.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: County Business Patterns 2003, 2005, 2007 



Figure 2.A.8 

 
 
 
 

Figure 2.A.9 

 

Source: County Business Patterns 2003, 2005, 2007 

Source: County Business Patterns 2003, 2005, 2007 



Existing Industries 
 

The existing industries in the BRADD are listed in Table 2.A.1 identifying the 

product, number of employees and year established.  The most current listing 

can be obtained at the following web site by selecting the county and then major 

manufacturers: 

http://www.thinkkentucky.com/kyedc/kpdf/Facilities_by_Location.pdf 

 

http://www.thinkkentucky.com/kyedc/kpdf/Facilities_by_Location.pdf


Table 2.A.1 

Major Business and Industry in the BRADD by County and City, 
August 2009 

 
 
 
 

ALLEN COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. Year Established 

Scottsville 

A O Smith Electrical 
Products Co Air conditioning rotors 246 1973 

Apeks Apparel Inc 

Sweatshirts & T-shirts; cut/sew 
& decorate (screenprint, heat 
transfer and embroider) & 
package 24 1999 

Clifty Farm Tennessee 
Valley Ham Co Country hams 16 1987 

Dollar General Corp Storage warehouse 650 1973 

Halton Co Ventilation hoods 103 1988 

J M Smucker L L C 
Frozen food products, 
distribution, and R&D center 264 2002 

Sumitomo Electric Wiring 
Systems 

Metal stamping: electric 
automobile components and 
plastic injection mold 264 1987 

Woodstock Mills Inc 
Hardwood, veneer & grade 
lumber; cants 26 1978 

 
 
 



BARREN COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. 
Year 

Established 

Glasgow       

A C K Controls Inc Automotive control cables 450 1989 

Akyma Pharmaceuticals LLC 
Generic pharmaceutical 
manufacturing 16 1999 

Alcan Composites USA 
Paper faced foam panels and 
graphic arts boards 64 1993 

AMAK Brake LLC Vehicle brake systems 436 1995 

B R Retreading Inc Tire retreading 59 1988 

Bluegrass Dairy and Food LLC 
Dairy & non-dairy food 
ingredients 82 1995 

Burkman Feeds LLC Livestock feed 48 1990 

Carhartt Inc Men's work clothing 146 1992 

Carhartt Inc Warehouse, distribution 100 1993 

Chuo Precision Spring 
Clutch, valve and transmission 
springs 25 1999 

Dallas Welding Inc MIG & TIG welding service 25 1985 

Dana Corporation 
Heavy duty truck axles & 
brakes 925 1971 

Dickerson Lumber Co 
Wooden pallets & hardwood 
lumber 70 1947 

European Designs Inc Dental office furniture 47 1987 

Express Logistics Inc Fulfillment distribution 24 1999 

Federal-Mogul Friction 
Products 

Heavy duty truck brake friction 
blocks 218 1996 

Felker Brothers Stainless steel pipe 52 1993 

Glasgow Publishing Co 
Newspaper publishing; offset 
printing 32 1865 

J L French Automotives 
Castings Corp - Plant 1 

Die cast aluminum automotive 
parts 300 1994 

J L French Automotives 
Castings Corp - Plant 2 

Aluminum die cast automotive 
parts-machining facility. 300 1996 



Lyons Co Inc 

Sheet metal fabricating, 
mechanical contractors and 
engineers 95 1954 

Madison-Smith Machine & Tool 

Machine shop: general 
machining, arc & gas welding, 
metal fabrication, water jet 
cutting, machinery moving and 
installation, rigging, millwright, 
and plant maintenance service 66 1983 

McMurtrey Ready Mix Concrete 
Ready mixed concrete and 
products 3 1960 

National Lumber Co 
Hardwood lumber & pallet 
flitches 15 1965 

Ply-Tech Corp 
Architectural & furniture 
plywood 150 1994 

The Print Shop Inc 

Commercial offset printing, 
typesetting, glue & plastic 
binding 17 1967 

R R Donnelley 

Offset printing, computer 
typesetting, saddle stitch & 
perfect binding 1,200 1970 

Sitel Operating Corporation Inbound call center   2007 

SKF USA Inc Hub bearings 170 1965 

Span Tech LLC 

Conveyor systems, for food 
processing, packing, and 
manufacturing 70 1977 

Square Deal Lumber 
Custom wooden & laminated 
cabinets & millwork 9 1932 

Suntec Industries Inc 
Fuel oil pump assembling & 
testing 70 1987 

Vanguard/NCS Healthcare of 
KY 

Repackage solid oral 
pharmaceuticals 66 1966 

Cave City       

Spectrum Brands Soil & bark mulch 28 1994 

Tekno Inc 

Material handling equipment, 
control and automated 
systems 20 1987 

 
 
 
 

 



 

BUTLER COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. Year Established 

Morgantown     1990 

Aleris International Aluminum recycling 160 1959 

B & R Lumber Co Inc Block pallets 38 1998 

Casco Products Corp Automobile cigarette lighters 55 2005 

Eleison Composites LLC 
Reinforced thermoplastic 
composites 30 1987 

Green River Feed Mill Inc 
Feed & fertilizer mixing & 
blending 14 NA 

LifeSkills Industries 
Sheltered workshop: assembling 
& packaging 30 1973 

Morgantown Manufacturing Co 
Automobile parts & metal 
stampings 14 1985 

Morgantown Plastics Co Custom plastic injection molding 250 2002 

Pride Plastics of Morgantown 
Inc 

Plastic Injection molding and 
assembly for medical, 
automotive, industrial, appliance 
and government - MBE, 8a & 
OS-9000 certified. Also, 
containment work. 20 2006 

Transtek Recycling Inc Metal recycling   1984 

Triple C Leather Co Leather laces 29 2007 

Wind Energy Corporation 

Wind turbines and related 
products used for wind powered 
electrical generation     

 

EDMONSON COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. Year Established 

JASCO 
International 

Automotive electronic fuse box 
assembly 29 2002 

Yahagi America 
Molding Inc 

Plastic injection molded automotive 
parts 22 2003 

 



 

HART COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. Year Established 

Bonnieville 

Interstate Hardwoods LLC Kiln dried lumber & millwork 69 1968 

Oscarware Inc 

Expanded wire mesh, metal 
stampings, welding, BBQ cookware, 
porcelain coating, air filters 30 1987 

Horse Cave 

AWP Butcher Block Inc 

Wood locker bench seats, work 
benches, butcher block tops, 
moldings, dimensional work & 
custom millwork; kitchen counter 
tops & children's furniture 28 1990 

Cave Country Print Shop 

Commercial offset & letterpress 
printing; computer typesetting, 
desktop publishing; glue, spiral, 
perfect, side & saddle stitch binding, 
newpaper publishing 33 1935 

Dart Container Corp Plastic food containers 1310 1980 

Geothermal Supply Co Inc 

Fabricator and accessories 
manufacturer for the geothermal 
industry 10 1996 

Glass Paving & Stone LLC Crushed limestone 12 1964 

Ken Dec Inc 
Zinc die casting, finishing, plating & 
die cast decorative trim 107 1969 

Sister Schubertôs Homemade 
Rolls 

Manufacture, package and distribute 
frozen yeast rolls   2007 

T Marzetti Company 
Salad dressing and sauce 
production facility 76 2006 

Munfordville 

Louisville Bedding Co Mattress pad protectors 317 1963 

 



 

LOGAN COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. Year Established 

Auburn 

Auburn Hosiery Mills Inc Distribution center 45 1937 

Auburn Leather Co 
Western tack, leather laces, motorcycle 
accessories, pet & craft items 62 1863 

Caldwell Industries Inc Nonmetallic gaskets 23 1962 

Stark Truss Company 
Manufacture roof and floor trusses, wall 
panels, and EWP 40 NA 

Colonial House Furniture 
Inc 

Cherry, walnut & oak reproduction 
dining, bedroom & living room furniture 16 1960 

Lewisburg 

Nelson Co of Kentucky Wood pallets, boxes & skids 32 1976 

Russellville 

Beverage Industry 
Recycling Program Wooden pallet & skid manufacturing 14 1978 

C & J Mulch Inc Mulch & landscaping bark 18 1989 

Carpenter Co 
Carpet cushioning, polyester fiber & 
polyethylene film & bags 370 1970 

Cates Cabinets & 
Woodworking Co Inc 

Custom wooden cabinets & specialty 
woodworking 18 1992 

Emerson Electric Co Hermetic electric motors 360 1961 

General Products 
Corporation 

Machines cast iron and aluminum 
castings to manufacture products for 
the automotive industry 38 2004 

Griffin Industries Inc 
Tallow by-products, animal hide, 
processed meat & bone meal 67 1972 

H & H Sheet Metal 
Fabricators 

Machine shop: MIG, TIG, arc, gas, 
portable & heliarc welding; sheet metal 
fabricating; drilling, cutting, boring, 
honing, mill & lathe work 90 1983 

Hanson Aggregates 
Midwest Crushed limestone 16 1929 

Irving Materials Inc Ready-mixed concrete 9 1937 

Logan Aluminum Inc Aluminum rolled sheet stock 1049 1985 

News Democrat & Leader Newspaper publishing & offset printing 20 1985 



Pro-Fab Metals Inc 
Sheet metal fabricating; arc, MIG & TIG 
welding: dust collectors 25 1985 

Sensus Precision Die 
Casting Aluminum die castings 209 1956 

Southern Electric Motor Inc 
Electric motor rewinding  & repairing, 
distributor, gusher pumps 10 1986 

Tuckasee Irrigation Inc Irrigation equipment 4 1978 

Ventra Plastics Injection molded plastic automotive trim 215 1992 

 

METCALFE COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. Year Established 

Edmonton 

Carhartt Inc Men's work clothing 115 1989 

Rondal Phelps Lumber Co Inc 
Millwork, sawing, rough & 
hardwood lumber 20 1975 

Sumitomo Electric Wintec Inc Magnet wire products 110 1989 

Sumitomo Electric Wiring 
Systems 

Automotive electrical wiring 
components 540 1988 

Topps Safety Apparel Inc 

Men's work clothes & uniforms; 
ladies' blouses & slacks (safety 
clothing) 72 1953 

Summer Shade 

James Ritter Lumber Co Inc 
Rough lumber & finished surface 
lumber 35 1978 

Kingsford Manufacturing Co Charcoal briquettes 100 1989 

 



 

MONROE COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp.  Year Established 

Gamaliel 

Gamaliel Shooting Supply 
Inc Mail order and distribution 20 2000 

Southern Kentucky 
Hardwood Unfinished oak strip flooring 60 2001 

Stitches Inc Men's, women's & children's jeans 47 1977 

Hestand       

Graham & Hammer Lumber 
Co 

Wood chips, hardwood, kiln dried & rough 
lumber, cut pallet stock 35 1974 

Tompkinsville 

Anderson Brothers 
Hardwoods Kiln dried hardwood lumber 47 1991 

Anderson Forest Products 
Inc 

Hardwood lumber, pallets, reels, wood 
chips & plastic reels 80 1976 

Belden Electronics Division Electronic wire & cable 230 1981 

Froedge Machine & Supply 
Co 

Machine shop: specialty, general & CNC 
machining; drilling, boring, cutting & 
honing; surface grinding; welding; lathe & 
mill work; tool & die; lumber handling 
equipment 30 1962 

Graham Pallet Co Inc Wooden pallets 56 1960 

Roy Anderson Lumber Co 

Pallet materials; rough, hardwood, 
softwood & grade lumber, kiln dried 
hardwood lumber. 75 1956 

Stephens Manufacturing Co 
Steel bulk cement silos, ready-mixed 
concrete & pollution control equipment 125 1956 

Fountain Run       

EDI Medical Inc 
Custom assembly & distribution of 
disposable surgical supplies 12 2006 

 



 

SIMPSON COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. Year Established 

Arvinmeritor Industries Braking systems for heavy vehicles 77 1996 

Blu Pharmaceuticals 

 
Manufacture and distribute 
pharmaceutical products 15 2006 

Brent Industries 
 
Safety apparel 32 NA 

Camping World East Coast 
Distribution Center 

 
 
Distribution center 75 2005 

Caraustar 
 
Paper cores & tubes 37 1982 

Charles Deweese Construction 
 
Site and building construction 103 1993 

Chemway 

 
Packaging, service, distribution, 
warehouse, logistics 15 2005 

Covalence Adhesives 

 
Pipeline coatings; industrial, athletic & 
consumer adhesive tapes & 
bandages 706 1957 

Cumberland Molded Products 

 
Injection molded plastics for auto and 
medical industry 5 2003 

Danafilms 
 
Polyethylene films 32 2000 

Equity Group-Kentucky Division 
 
Poultry Hatchery/Feed Mill 120 1998 

Franklin Favorite WFKN LLC 

 
Commercial offset printing & 
newspaper publishing 20 1857 

Franklin Precision Industry 

 
Assembly of automotive throttle 
bodies & charcoal canisters, injection 
molding 460 1990 

 
Franklin Properties Distribution 
Company Warehousing and storage; trucking 35 1988 

Goodrum Pallets LLC 
 
Recycle and refurbish wood pallets 25 2005 

HBAS Manufacturing 

 
Digital and analog audio automotive 
equipment 350 2000 

Integrated Pharmaceutical 
Packaging 

 
 
Package pharmaceutical products 7 2008 

Keystops LLC 
 
Corporate office 75 1969 

Luvata Franklin Inc 
 
Welded copper tubes 320 1966 

Mahle Engine Components 
 
Stainless steel piston rings 52 1987 

New Mather Metals 

 
Stabilizer bars for the North American  
OEM Automobile Manufacturers 191 2002 

Old Kentucky Leathers Inc Leather dyeing 17 1971 



Packaging Unlimited of 
Southern Kentucky 

 
Corrugated boxes, corrugated pallets, 
foam fabrication, thermoforming, 
contract packaging 45 1997 

Paradise Marine Inc 

 
Rails, floor storage rings, swim 
platforms & transom trim 19 1981 

Philmo Industries Inc 
 
Adhesive tapes 30 1998 

Quality Rework and Sorting 

 
Quality Control, rework and sorting of 
parts 43 2002 

Quebecor World 

 
Catalog & retail insert rotogravure 
printing; saddle stitch binding 500 1979 

Quick Draw Tarpaulin Systems 

 
Attach aluminum components to UV 
coated vinyl tarpaulins and mount on 
tractor trailer trucks 3 2006 

Silgan Plastics Corp 
 
Plastic bottles 130 1978 

Sun Products-Personal Care 
Distribution Center 

 
Distribution Center for White Rain 
Products 25 2007 

Taylor Structural Imaging 
 
Sub-surface imaging  1 2007 

Taylorôs Concrete Cutting 

 
Cutting and drilling of concrete to 
commercial operators 14 1999 

Toyo Automotive Parts 

 
Automotive anti-vibration rubber 
parts: engine mounting, strut 
mounting, bush, member mounting, 
insulator, damper, boot for CVJ 266 2001 

Traughber Mechanical  Service 
 
Custom fabricating 11 1992 

Valley Ridge Corporation 

 
Precast concrete retaining walls and 
fences 3 2008 

Vermont Thread Guge LLC 
 
Manufacture threaded gage products 61 2001 

 

 



 

WARREN COUNTY 

Firm Product(s)/Service(s) Emp. Year Established 

Bowling Green 

AFNI Business solution / call center 384 2000 

Airgas Inc 

 
Inert gas bottling.  Distributor of 
welding gas and supplies, as well as 
technical support for machinery. 50 1988 

 
American Machinery & 
Welding 

 
Machine shop 11 1979 

Bando USA Inc 

 
Automotive power transmission & 
industrial V belts 160 1988 

Bendix Spicer Foundation 
Brake 

 
Design, develop, manufacture and 
distribute products used in air brake 
systems for commercial vehicles   2007 

Berry Plastics 

 
Injection molded plastic bottles and 
closures for consumer products 161 1995 

Best Business Systems 
 
Administrative service facility 10 2002 

Blu Pharmaceuticals LLC 

 
Headquarters & national distribution 
center 5 2006 

Bluegrass Specialty Flooring 
 
Hardwood strip and plank flooring 103 1992 

 
Bowling Green Machine & 
Welding Machine shop 12 1972 

 
Bowling Green Metalforming 
LLC Automotive parts 730 2004 

Bowling Green Truss Supply 
 
Wooden roof & floor trusses 6 1976 

Building Systems & 
Acoustics 

 
Commercial laminated cabinets, dry 
wall, acoustical ceilings 22 1982 

CGS Machine & Tool 

 
Specialty machinery, tool & die, 
spare parts, production runs 29 2003 

Camping World 
 
Headquarters 150 1989 

Canon Automotive Solutions 

 
Individual component stamping for 
truck frames   2007 

Capitol Window and Door 
 
Replacement windows and doors 18 1956 

Carroll Cabinets 

 
Custom, factory cabinets & marble 
tops 11 1981 

Citizens First Corp 
 
Headquarters/Corporate Office 54 1975 

Commonwealth Brands 
 
Corporate headquarters 40 1997 

Country Oven Bakery Frozen dough, cakes, iced cakes,  410 1981 

Eagle Industries LLC 
 
Oak furniture 500 1992 



Engineered Polymer 
Solutions Industrial coatings 80 1996 

Farr Technical Center 

 
Engineering & testing laboratory; 
electronic industrial parts & cleaning 
equipment 10 1985 

Fiserv Solutions Inc 
 
Data processing services 30 1988 

Fruit of the Loom Distribution 
Center 

 
Headquarters & distribution center 1005 1988 

General Motors Corp 
 
Automobiles - Corvette, Cadillac XLR 1,200 1980 

Georgia Pacific Corporation 
 
Paper plates 170 1993 

Gerald Printing Service 
 
Offset and specialty printing 26 1971 

Halton Group Americas Inc 
 
North American headquarters 6 2006 

Hennessy Industries Inc 
 
Lead and steel wheel weights 97 1972 

Hills Pet Nutrition Inc 
 
Pet foods 188 1986 

Holley Performance 
Products 

 
Automotive, marine parts & 
accessories: carburetors, fuel 
injection & transmission modulators 340 1951 

Howa USA Inc 
 
Auto dash insulators and headliners   2007 

Huish Detergents Inc 
 
Detergent 808 1994 

Irving Materials Inc 
 
Ready-mixed concrete 24 1999 

Kenway Contracting Inc 
 
Asphalt products 30 1986 

King Coil Mid South 
 
Box springs and mattresses 48 1979 

Kiriu USA Co Ltd 
 
Auto brake rotors and drums 100 2001 

Kobe Aluminum Auto 
Products 

 
Aluminum forging plant 159 2004 

Lee Brick and Block 
 
Concrete building blocks 36 1981 

The Liberty Group 
 
Commercial offset printing 15 1985 

Lifeguard Press 
 
Specialty printing 8 2005 

LifeSkills Industries 

 
Sheltered workshop: assembling &  
packaging services 65 1968 

LifeSkill Inc 
 
Comprehensive Health Center 24 1966 

Longview Fibre Company 
 
Corrugated container 62 2001 

Lord Corp 
 
Bonded rubber parts 148 1974 

Magna Car Top Systems 
 
Convertible roof tops 50 2002 

 
 
Mountain Stone 

 
 
Precast stone veneer building 
materials 

 
 

35 

 
 

1996 

News Publishing LLC 
 
Newspaper publishing; web offset 89 1854 



printing 

NHK of America Suspension 
Components Inc 

 
Automotive coil suspension springs, 
trunk lid torsion bars, stabilizer links 231 1987 

Nyloncraft Inc 

 
Plastic automotive parts; custom 
plastic injection molding 88 1987 

Owlôs Head Alloys Inc 
 
Melt recycled aluminum products 60 2002 

P J Murphy Forest Products 
 
Wood flour & shavings & sawdust 10 1895 

Pan-Oston 

 
Design, delivery and service of 
custom metal and wood store 
fixtures, cash registers 340 1988 

Penloyd Metal Division 

 
Metal fabricating; stainless steel 
display cases and specialty hardware 19 1992 

Perot Systems 
Healthcare/ARS 

 
Office consulting services and 
accounts receivables management 
for the healthcare industry 175 2003 

Quick Fuel Technology Inc 

 
Carburetors and carburetor 
component parts 24 1998 

RC Components Inc 

 
Machine shop: CNC machining, 
motorcycle wheels & brakes. In 
house chrome line 87 1993 

Renaissance Mark Inc 
 
Printed labels 200 1993 

Rinker Materials 
 
Crushed limestone & aggregate lime 22 1984 

Rinker Materials Inc 
 
Crushed limestone & stone 14 1950 

Royal Crown Bottling Inc 
 
Warehouse/distribution 40 1940 

SCA Personal Care 

 
Protective pads, briefs and protective 
underwear products 140 1988 

Scott Tobacco LLC 
 
Chewing tobacco 36 1900 

Scotty's Contracting & Stone 
LLC Asphalt & paving materials 300 1972 

Solrac Corp 
 
Contract manufacturing & inspection 62 2005 

Southeastern Displays Inc Billboards and outdoor advertising 11 1958 

Southern Foods Inc 
 
Food service distribution 86 2000 

Southland Manufacturing Inc 

 
Wood skids & pallets; landscaping 
mulch; heat treated wood packaging 40 1967 

Specialty Concrete Inc 

 
Precast concrete patio blocks & 
architectural products, cast stone, 
retaining wall blocks 14 1977 

 
 
Spirit Services Co 

 
 
Uniform & towel service; safety 
equipment 

 
 

70 

 
 

2000 

S-R Of Kentucky Inc 

 
Chroming plastic interior and exterior 
trims and moldings 292 1996 



Steen Concrete Products Co 
Inc 

 
Concrete block, steel doors, fireplace 
materials and decorative gravel 9 1947 

Stoody Co 
 
Fabricated welding rods & electrodes 91 1991 

Stupp Bridge Co 
 
Plate girder bridge fabrication 110 1999 

Sumitomo Electric Wiring 
Systems Administrative headquarters 84 1993 

Trace Die Cast Inc 

 
Aluminum die castings & secondary 
specialty machining 477 1988 

Trailer World Inc 
 
Trailer fabrication 20 1977 

Turner Industries II Ld 
 
Textile screen printing 25 1971 

TWN Fastener Inc 

 
Automotive fasteners, industrial 
fasteners; metric, wood & sheet 
metal screws 99 1988 

Unicable Inc 

 
Sales and distribution of electrical 
cordsets 14 1994 

Value Vision International Inc 
dba Shop NBC 

 
Warehouse, order processing center 159 2000 

Waky Sign Co Inc 
 
Sign fabrication 25 1972 

Waltex SKY LLC 

 
Design, manufacture automatic 
welding machines, automated 
industrial machines and robots for 
the auto industry 8 2003 

Western Kentucky Drywall 

 
Structural metal fabricating; 
assembly of hollow metal frames 20 1994 

Western Kentucky Plastics 
Inc 

 
Plastic injection thermoplastic and 
thermoset molding 30 1995 

Weyerhaeuser Co 

 
Corrugated shipping containers & 
point of purchase displays 250 1970 

Woodcraft Industries Inc 
 
Hardwood dimension lumber 122 1995 

Worldwide Technologies 

 
Die sets and die forms to service 
primarily the automotive market 29 2006 



Recent Developments 
During the period from July 1, 2008  to June 30, 2009, the region experienced an 

increase of over $77 million of private investment and 701 new jobs that resulted 

from 23 industries locating in the region or expanding existing operations.  The 

following table identifies the industries by county as listed by the Kentucky 

Economic Development Cabinet.  

Project/Company   Private Investment   Jobs   Other 

Allen County 
        

 
JM Smucker LLC 

 
 $          400,000  

  
0 

 
Expansion 

 
JM Smucker LLC 

 
 $      3,000,000  

  
25 

 
Expansion 

Barren County 
        

 
Express Logistics Inc.  $            40,000  

  
5 

 
Expansion 

 
Bluegrass Dairy and Food LLC  $      1,200,000  

    
Expansion 

 
Felker Brothers Corp  $          300,000  

  
3 

 
Expansion 

 
Burkman Feeds LLC 

 
 $          500,000  

    
Expansion 

 
Akebono Brake 

 
 $      6,375,000  

  
105 

 
Expansion 

Butler County 
        

 
Casco Products 

 
 $      1,700,000  

  
70 

 
Expansion 

 
Green Creations 

 
 $      7,500,000  

  
100 

 
NEW 

Edmonson County 
       Hart County 

        Logan County 
        

 
Griffin Industries 

 
 $    15,000,000  

    
Expansion 

Metcalfe County 
       

 
Kingsford Manufacturing   $      1,700,000  

    
Expansion 

Monroe County 
        

 
Anderson Forest Products  $          750,000  

  
10 

 
Expansion 

 
Southern KY Hardwood  $          300,000  

    
Expansion 

Simpson County 
        

 
Philmo Industries  

 
 $       300,000  

  
2 

 
Expansion 

 
Berry Plastics 

 
 $    20,000,000  

    
Expansion 

 
Integrated Pharmaceutical   $      1,200,000  

  
32 

 
NEW 

Warren County 
        

 
TMS Automotive 

 
 $      2,505,000  

  
35 

 
NEW 

 
Alley-Cassetty Brick 

 
 $          732,929  

    
Expansion 

 
Apeks Apparrel   

 
 $      1,200,000  

  
10 

 
Expansion 

 
NEW Customer Service  $                        -  

  
300 

 
NEW 

 
CGS Machine & Tool 

 
 $          300,000  

    
Expansion 

 
EWA Government Systems  $            20,000  

  
4 

 
Expansion 

  American Howa Kentucky   $    12,007,500          Expansion 

 
TOTAL 

  
 $    77,030,429  

  
701 

   



Tourism 
 
Tourism remains a major contributor to the BRADD economy, with almost $400 

million in expenditures during 2005.  Table 2.A.2 presents the total travel 

expenditures in the region by county for the period 2003 ï 2005.  During this 

three-year period, expenditures have increased by almost 16%.  Tourism 

employment totaled 5,458 in the region during 2005 and 176,000 in the state 

during the same period. 

 
The region has a multitude of attractions, with the Mammoth Cave National Park 

being the largest not only in the ten county area but in the state.  I-65 provides 

excellent access to the regionôs attractions, which can be viewed at the following 

website:  http://www.kytourism.com/sitestosee/caves.htm 

 

Table 2.A.2 

Travel Expenditures and Percentage Changes 

in the BRADD for 2005, 2006 and 2007 

  

County 
2005 

Expenditures 
2006 

Expenditures 
2007 

Expenditures 

Growth 
2005-2006 

% (+/-) 

Growth 
2005-

2007 % 
(+/-) 

Allen $8,003,595  $8,496,709  $9,071,783  6.2% 13.35% 

Barren $71,847,991  $74,821,274  $82,613,443  4.1% 14.98% 

Butler  $3,269,830  $3,350,030  $3,671,925  2.5% 12.30% 

Edmonson $3,951,388  $4,232,133  $4,379,235  7.1% 10.83% 

Hart $15,532,557  $16,377,671  $17,230,740  5.4% 10.93% 

Logan  $15,148,280  $16,280,448  $17,375,058  7.5% 14.70% 

Metcalfe $3,195,934  $3,392,184  $3,564,352  6.1% 11.53% 

Monroe  $3,630,290  $3,928,715  $4,056,485  8.2% 11.74% 

Simpson $23,726,487  $24,254,643  $25,069,881  2.2% 5.66% 

Warren  $250,218,317  $273,920,512  $299,494,221  9.5% 19.69% 

BRADD $398,524,669  $429,054,319  $466,527,123  7.7% 17.06% 

STATE  $9,400,000,000  
 
$10,070,000,000  

 
$10,720,000,000  7.1% 14.04% 

 
 
Source: Kentucky Department of Tourism, 2008  

http://www.kytourism.com/sitestosee/caves.htm


 

B. INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE ï SITES AND BUILDINGS 
 
The BRADD region has several available sites in existing industrial sites, as 

exhibited in Figure 2.B.1.  The Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development 

maintains information on available industrial sites in each county.  In order for a 

site to be listed by the Cabinet it must meet certain criteria.  Additional and more 

current information is available through the website at 

http://www.thinkkentucky.com/EDIS/Sites/SiteByCounty.aspx 

 

BRADD INDUSTRIAL SITES 
 

Allen  
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Scottsville Industrial Park 14.2 14.2 No 21 73 

      

      Barren  
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Highland Glen Industrial 
Park  309.7 151.2 Possible 3.3 90 

Cave City 30 30 Possible 1.9 80 

Glasgow  21.9 21.9 No 2.3 90 

      Butler  
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Industrial Park South 98.7 69.7 No 0 60 

      Edmonson 
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Edmonson County 
Industrial Park 26.6 17.6 Possible 1.3 84 

Edmonson County 
Industrial Park #2 50 50 NO 2.5 85 

 

 
 
 
 

    Hart 
     

http://www.thinkkentucky.com/EDIS/Sites/SiteByCounty.aspx


Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Progress Park 50.8 50.8 No 3.5 75 

      Logan  
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Adairville Industrial Park 148.6 148.6 No 23.4 47 

West Industrial Park 115 115 Possible 27.1 61 

Auburn Industrial Park 76.7 76.7 Possible 14.8 58 

Shelton Lane Industrial 
Park 75.3 75.3 Possible 25.5 61 

Lewisburg 15 15 No 23.6 84 

      Metcalfe 
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Edmonton 38.5 38.5 No 2.5 107 

Edmonton-Metcalfe 
County Industrial Park 7 7 No 4.7 107 

      Monroe 
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Capp Harlan Industrial 
Park 62.5 62.5 No 30 89 

      Simpson 
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Sanders Interstate 
Industrial Park 275.63 210.7 No 0.25 47 

Franklin 22.9 22.9 Possible 2.8 50 

Wilkey North Industrial 
Park 154.5 143.8 Possible 8.3 50 

      Warren 
     

Site Name 
Total 

Acreage 
Largest 

Possible Tract Rail 
Distance to 

Interstate/Parkway 
Distance to 

Airport 

Kentucky Transpark 367.8 169 Possible 0.9 69 

South Central Kentucky 
Industrial Park 246.24 169 Possible 1.1 61 

Berry Industrial Property 114 114 Possible 2 62 

Scotty's Industrial Park 104.6 81.7 Possible 3.8 68 

Murphy Industrial Property 33.7 19.9 Possible 1.5 62 




